SEE YOU IN GDYNIA!
	BS RAC news


Science workshop 6th-7th May

General Assembly 8th May 

ExCom on 8th May
All the meeting documents are on our website. And are easy to print.
http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1334&kind=4&pageId=1081
http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1335&kind=4&pageId=1081
Science workshop: note the change of venue on 6th May at Gdynia Aquarium. The evening buffet meal after this evening session will be at the Gdynia Aquarium. We’ve informed the hotel that we will come there late after the meeting.
The dinner on 7th May. The Polish ministry is kindly hosting the dinner before the General Assembly. As we informed last week, it will be at a nice location. There will be a bus going from the Hotel Gydnia at 7 pm. Please let us know if you haven’t registered for this dinner. 
General Assembly: we now wait for just two members to tell us if they are standing for re-election. Good developments on all the seats to be filled. 
Ernesto PENAS LADO, Acting Director of Directorate E (Baltic Sea and so on) will now present the Green Paper on the CFP Reform at the General Assembly on 8 May in Gdynia. Poul Degnbol will still attend the meeting (and the Science Workshop). 

***********************
Pelagic fisheries in the Baltic
ICES and the Commission are working on a long-term plan for Baltic herring and sprat. On Tuesday 28th April we met with the consultancy company MRAG, who are doing the impact assessment of the management plan. They aim to draw up a questionnaire with very easy-to-answer questions on what stakeholders consider the impacts of various scenarios in the fishery could be with such a plan. We aim to send this to our members and, if necessary, to translate the questions into Baltic languages if it makes it easier to reply to. We hope MRAG will come to the next Pelagic WG to present the initial results of their work. 
	Commission news/meetings


The external site on the IUU Regulation has been updated to include present state of play and an extensive list of information material. Here is the link: 

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/external_relations/illegal_fishing_en.htm 
	Other news


EU-Russia

On 28th April, the EU and Russia signed a six year agreement on fisheries in the Baltic. The agreement aims to increase sustainability in the fisheries, protect the sea bed and ensure the natural rebuilding of fish stocks.  It includes among other things technical rules on areas which are closed for fisheries, limits on fishing days and mesh sizes to limit unwanted discards. 
Nord Stream is holding a seminar (this a quick translation of the event)
“The future of the Baltic Sea: energy and environment” 

It takes place on Tuesday 12th May at the Black Diamond in Copenhagen 10.00-12.00
But it’s in Danish only. 
The overall themes are: 
How to reduce environmental influences in the Baltic? What effects will an infrastructure project such as Nord Stream have on the environment of the Baltic? What aspects are important with respect to assessing and reducing environmental influences?  

Speakers:

· Ola Oskarsson, Marine biologist Marin Mätteknik AB
Introduction to the environment of the Baltic
· Jørgen Erik Larsen, Project Director, DHI Group
The Femer Belt project 

· Peter Blach, Director, Offshore Center Danmark 
Environmental considerations in the Danish offshore sector

· Neel Strøbæk, Project Director, Rambøll
The planning of offshore pipelines
· Jørn Bo Larsen, Chefrådgiver, Senior biolog, Rambøll 

Assessing the environmental influences of the Nord Stream project
 
Moderator: Editor Anna Libak of Weekendavisen
 
Registration by 8th May to: nordstream.denmark@hillandknowlton.com 
 
Can you help? Information on community funded projects in coastal regions

Jeroen Spruyt, Consultant, Policy Research Corporation (Jan Moorkensstraat 68

B-2600 Antwerp Belgium) is doing a project to set up a ‘Database on Community funded projects in coastal regions”. They are looking for projects in coastal regions with a maritime component, projects with a maritime nature or projects contributing to maritime objectives since the year 2000 in view of the Integrated Maritime Policy. 
Are you participating in any such projects focused on fisheries? Can you give us the name of the project/s? 

This consultancy wants to make a list of those projects from which a variety of national, international and interregional organisations as well as sector associations thinks they are best practice projects, innovative ideas or simply very interesting projects. 

Please let us know. 
Nordic Council meetings

Attached from the Nordic Council of ministers is information of meetings to be held under the Icelandic chairmanship 2009. More information on www.norden.org
